
 

 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

SUB-GROUP held in Room CVSO 1B, Civic Suite, Pathfinder House, 
St. Mary's Street, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 3TN on Monday, 22 July 
2013. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillors M G Baker, Mrs B E Boddington, 

P L E Bucknell, D B Dew, A J Mackender-
Lawrence and R J West. 

   
   
   
 IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor A J Mackender-Lawrence. 
   
    
 
 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   
 

 RESOLVED 
 
 that Councillor P L E Bucknell be elected Chairman of the 

Sub-Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 
Councillor P L E Bucknell in the Chair. 

 

2. MINUTES   
 

 The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 1st December 
2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   
 

 RESOLVED 
 
 that Councillor D B Dew be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Sub-Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 

4. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 

 No declarations were received. 
 

5. TERMS OF REFERENCE AND METHOD OF OPERATION   
 

 Having been reminded of their terms of reference and method of 
operation (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book), 
Members  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the terms of reference and method of operation of the 

Sub-Group be noted. 
 



 

 

6. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/342 - 105 

GREAT NORTH ROAD, EATON SOCON, ST. NEOTS   
 

 (Mr M Marks, Managing Director, I.dash, objector addressed the 
meeting.) 
 
(Representations made in connection with the proposed Tree 
Preservation Order received from Councillor D A Giles, Ward 
Councillor and the Eaton’s Community Association were circulated in 
advance of the meeting to the Sub-Group.) 
 
A report by the Planning Service Manager (Policy) was submitted (a 
copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to a Tree Preservation Order which had been made to 
protect a lucombe oak to the rear of and very close to a lean-to 
construction which was part of a property at 105 Great North Road, 
Eaton Socon. 
 
The Arboricultural Officer explained that although substantial, the 
protected tree was a rare oak, in good condition and one of only two 
in the District.  He was also of the opinion that the tree made a 
positive contribution to the amenity value and character of the 
Conservation Area as it could be viewed from both the Great North 
Road and an adjacent car park. 
 
Referring to a slide presentation, the Sub-Group were informed of the 
landscape value of the tree and the detrimental impact on the amenity 
of the area were it to be removed. 
 
In response to the suggestion that the tree was damaging property, it 
was the view of the Arboricultural Officer that the objector had not 
considered retention or protection of the tree when submitting a 
planning application for alterations to the use of the building.  The 
application subsequently had been approved in April 2013 and 
consent issued with a Tree Protection Notification.   
 
Members noted that a Tree Works application also had been 
submitted in March 2013 requiring the felling of a holm oak tree, that 
this application had been refused, that the applicant had appealed to 
the Planning Inspectorate and that a determination remained 
outstanding. 
 
The Sub-Committee noted the main objections to the proposed TPO 
and the District Council’s response to the issues raised.  In 
responding to factual questions from the Sub-Group, the 
Arboricultural Officer denied that he had suggested that the 
confirmation procedure was a “formality”.  
 
In reaching a conclusion and whilst acknowledging the potential 
impact of the tree on the business located on the site, Members were 
of the opinion that it was the role of the Sub-Group to uphold the 
policies of the Council in this respect and given the contribution to the 
amenity of the area, the rarity of the species and the apparent 
absence of any attempt to manage the tree such that the business 
also could develop, were inclined to indicate their support for the 
TPO.   



 

 

 
The Arboricultural Officer re-emphasised that there was nothing to 
prevent the landowner from maintaining the tree providing its 
value/amenity were not damaged and that in his view, the tree could 
continue to have a satisfactory relationship with the adjacent property.  
He offered the applicant the opportunity to discuss a management 
regime on-site. 
 
Whilst acknowledging that the appeal against the decision of the 
Council on the Tree Works application still was outstanding, the Sub-
Group. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/342 relating to land at 

105 Great North Road, Eaton Socon, St. Neots be 
confirmed. 

 

7. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/343 - 

MEDWAY COURT, MEDWAY ROAD, HUNTINGDON   
 

 By way of a report by the Planning Service Manager (Policy) (a copy 
of which is appended in the Minute Book), the Sub-Group considered 
an objection received to a Tree Preservation Order made to protect a 
large mature oak within the grounds of Medway Court, a block of 
sheltered accommodation off Medway Road, Huntingdon. 
 
The Arboricultural Officer explained that the Luminus Group, owners 
of Medway Court had suggested that the oak was the cause of 
damage to the property.  However, evidence provided had failed to 
demonstrate that the tree was contributing to the damage.  As loss of 
the mature oak would have a detrimental impact on the amenity value 
of the area, a TPO had been made in March 2013 to protect the tree 
from felling. 
 
Reference was made to a letter received from ORIEL Services Ltd. 
submitted in support of the objection to the TPO and circulated to 
Members in advance of the meeting. 
 
As the Sub-Group were of the view that the evidence provided in 
support of the objection was insufficient to prove that the tree was a 
contributory factor to the damage to Medway Court, Huntingdon, it 
was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/343 relating to land at 

Medway Court, Medway Road, Huntingdon be confirmed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 


